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Prepared  by 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Bakersfield  District 

Folsom  Resource  Area 


The  Bureau  of  Land  Management  has  amended  the  Sierra  Management  Framework 
Plan  which  covers  approximately  221,200  acres  of  public  land  in  the  Folsom 
Resource  Area  of  California.  The  amended  land  use  decisions  are  submitted  in 
this  document. 

A  review  of  the  environmental  assessment  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the 
amendment  indicates  no  significant  adverse  impact  will  result. 


For  Further  Information  Contact 

D.K.  Swickard 

Folsom  Resource  Area  Manager 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

63  Natoma  Street 

Folsom,  CA  95630 


SUMMARY 

This  amendment  was  prepared  using  the  Bureau's  planning  regulations  issued 
under  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976 
(FLPMA).  It  is  a  routine  amendment  based  on  the  need  to  strengthen  land 
tenure  decisions  of  the  original  Sierra  LUP.  This  amendment  provides  a 
more  comprehensive  framework  for  managing  and  allocating  public  land  and 
resources  within  each  of  the  thirteen  management 
areas  identified  below.  These  management  areas  include: 


1. 

Nevada  City                 7 

Tuolumne  River 

2. 

Fores thill  Divide            8 

,  Red  Hills 

3. 

Georgetown                 9. 

Coulterville 

4. 

South  Fork  American  River      10 

,  Groveland 

5. 

Mokelumne  River             11 

Hunter  Valley 

6. 

West  Point                 12 
13.  Custodial 

.  Merced  River 

Three  alternatives  were  developed  to  address  the  different  management 
options,  relating  mainly  to  land  disposal  or  retention.  These 
alternatives  respond  to  the  issues  expressed  by  the  public  and  BLM  early 
in  the  planning  process. 

Specific  projects  for  an  area  or  resource  will  be  detailed  in  activity 
plans  with  accompanying  environmental  analyses.  These  activity  plans  will 
discuss  more  precisely  how  a  particular  area  or  resource  will  be  managed. 
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CHAPTER  1 


INTRODUCTION 


LOCATION  OF  THE  PLANNING  AREA 

The  Sierra  Planning  Area  is  located  in  Central  California  and  encompasses 
221,200  acres  of  public  land  in  counties  in  the  Folsom  Resource  Area  of 
the  Bakersfield  District  (see  Map  1  -  Location  Map).  For  purposes  of 
analysis  the  planning  area  has  been  broken  into  13  management  areas.  The 
management  areas  are  located  in  the  following  counties: 


Total 


Management  Area 

BLM  Acres 

County  Acres 

County(ies) 

Nevada  City 

11,000 

625,920 

(Nevada) 

Foresthill  Divide 

13,000 

911,360 

(Placer) 

Georgetown 

2,500 

ii 

ii 

So.  Fork  Amer.  River 

2,180 

1,096,960 

(El  Dorado) 

Mokelumne  River 

6,000 



(Amador /Calaveras) 

West  Point 

10,300 

397,520 

(Amador) 

Tuolumne  River 

7,000 

1,455,360 

(Tuolumne) 

Red  Hills 

7,100 

ii 

ii 

Coulterville 

21,000 



(Tuolumne/Mariposa) 

Groveland 

7,000 



(Tuolumne/Mariposa) 

Hunter  Val ley 

9,000 

931,200 

(Mariposa) 

Merced  River 

40,000 

931,200 

(Mariposa) 

Custodial 

81,600 

6,483,280 

(Yuba  to  Mariposa) 

TOTAL 


221,200 


PURPOSE  AND  NEED  FOR  THE  MFP  AMENDMENT 

The  purpose  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  to  strengthen  the  land  tenure 
decisions  of  the  original  plan  completed  in  1983.  Since  that  plan  was  com- 
pleted, there  has  been  an  increased  demand  for  public  land  in  the  Sierra 
Foothil Is. 


The  growth  of  communities  along  the  Sierra  foothills  is  progressing  rapidly 
and  brings  increased  demands  for  sewage  treatment  facilities,  firehouses, 
schools,  parks,  recreational  facilities,  and  other  community  needs.  With 
the  population  increase  comes  increased  land  subdivision  and  the  demand  for 
and  communication  systems.  Conversely,  as  this  trend  con- 
resource  management  options  and  land  uses  have  become 
in  an  increasingly  urban  landscape.  In  addition,  demands  are 
recreation. 


transportation 
tinues,  many 
inappropriate 
increasing  for 


The  Mother  Lode  counties  have  and  will  continue  to  experience  a  high  rate  of 
population  increase.  These  counties  are  experiencing  a  population  boom, 
growing  more  than  twice  as  fast  as  the  State  as  a  whole. 
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The  projected  population  increase  for  foothill  counties  within  the  Folsom 
Resource  Area  are  as  follows: 


County 

1980 

2010 

%   Increase 

Nevada 

57,700 

150,500 

161 

Placer 

118,400 

282,300 

138 

El  Dorado 

86,700 

208,600 

141 

Amador 

19,500 

41,900 

115 

Calaveras 

21,000 

54,300 

159 

Tuolumne 

34,300 

68,800 

100 

Mariposa 

11,200 

24,000 

115 

Average  133 

The  BLM  lands  in  these  counties  are  often  in  locations  suitable  for  public 
purposes  and  transfer  to  private  ownership.  Many  parcels  are  small, 
isolated  and  landlocked  with  no  legal  access.  Consequently,  the  interest 
in  public  land  for  community  expansion  is  considerable. 

Tracts  of  public  land  presently  included  as  part  of  the  commercial  timber 
base  and  identified  for  intensive  timber  management  have  been  surrounded 
by  growing  communities  and  have  been  zoned  rural  residential  in  county 
plans.  Harvesting  timber  or  mining  in  these  areas  is  in  conflict  with  the 
expectations  of  local  landowners,  inconsistent  with  local  land  use  or 
inconsistent  with  the  character  of  adjacent  private  property. 

The  transfer  into  private  ownership  will  result  in  a  substantially 
different  land  base  with  which  to  manage  Federal  programs.  Consequently, 
those  programs  will  need  to  be  modified.  This  is  especially  true  in  the 
timber  management  program. 


PLANNING  ISSUES  AND  GOALS 

This  assessment  seeks  to  determine  what  lands  will  be  retained  in  Federal 
ownership  to  receive  intensive  management  and  what  lands  will  be  con- 
sidered for  transfer  to  other  government  agencies  or  private  ownership. 

The  major  goals  of  this  amendment  are  to: 

1.  Retain  public  lands  which  are  required  for  the  public's  benefit. 

2.  Dispose  of  lands  which  are  not  suitable  for  management  because  of 
their  size,  location  or  character,  or  where  disposal  would  meet 
important  public  objectives. 


THE  PLANNING  PROCESS 

The  BLM  has  developed  a  land  use  planning  system  to  guide  the  management 
of  public  lands.  The  procedures  require  the  following  steps: 

1.  Identify  Major  Issues  and  Management  Concerns 

2.  Develop  Planning  Criteria 

3.  Conduct  Inventories 

4.  Analyze  the  Management  Situation 

5.  Develop  Alternative  Management  Plans 

6.  Estimate  the  Effects  of  Each  Alternative  Plan 

7.  Prepare  an  Environmental  Assessment 

8.  Prepare  a  Decision  Record 

9.  Monitor  the  Plan 

Public  involvement  is  an  important  part  of  the  land  use  planning  process. 
The  original  LUP  and  this  amendment  included  numerous  public  meetings  and 
contacts  with  local  agencies,  interest  groups,  and  government  entities. 


PLANNING  CRITERIA 

The  following  criteria  were  used  to  determine  which  lands  are  to  remain  in 
Federal  ownership  and  to  assist  in  evaluating  lands  to  be  considered  for 
disposal . 


Criteria 

Recreation 

Retain  recreation  lands  desig- 
nated wilderness 

or  within  the  Wild  &  Scenic 
River  boundaries 

or  the  National  Trails  System. 


Source 


Wilderness  Act  (P.L.  88-157, 
78  Stat  890,  16  USC  1131) 

Wild  &  Scenic  River  Act  (P.L.  90- 
542,  82  Stat  906,  16  USC  1271) 

National  Trails  Act  (P.L.  90-543, 
825  Stat  919,  16  USC  1241) 


Lands 

Retain  lands  along  rivers 
affected  by  hydroelectric 
project  proposals. 

Wildlife 

Retain  lands  which: 

Contain  RT&E  species; 

Contain  sensitive  species; 


Title  V  FLPMA  (Federal  Land  Policy  & 
Management  Act  of  1976),  43  CFR  2800 


Endangered  Species  Act  (P.L.  93-205, 
87  Stat  889,  16  USC  1531) 

BLM  policy  -  Instruction  Memo 
CA-87-29  (10/23/86) 


Criteria 


Source 


Areas  designated  ACEC. 


FLPMA  (Sec.  202(3)) 


Forestry 

Manage  forested  lands  for  timber 
production  with  other  uses  to 
attain  the  widest  range  of 
benefits. 

Retain  manageable  commercial 
forest  lands  which  are  in  the 
SYU-15  timber  base  for  sustained 
yield  of  wood  fibers  in  perpetuity. 

Manage  and  perpetuate  woodlands 
for  the  production  of  multiple- 
resource  values  and  to  provide  a 
permanent  source  of  wood  products 
for  future  generations. 

Minerals 

Retain  lands  valuable  for  min- 
erals; except  as  otherwise 
expressly  directed  by  law. 

Obtain  fair  market  value  of  the 
mineral  estate  before  it  is 
conveyed  for  lands  with  known 
mineral  values  and  not  subject 
to  a  mining  claim. 

Cultural 

Retain  in  public  ownership  those 
National  Register  or  eligible 
properties  for  which  the  adverse 
effect  of  ownership  transfer 
cannot  readily  and  effectively 
be  mitigated  through  standard 
data  recovery  techniques. 

Due  to  lack  of  cultural  inventory 
data,  the  number  and  location  of 
such  properties  is  not  well  known, 
but  based  on  past  experience  and 
extrapolating  from  existing  data, 
they  are  not  expected  to  be 
numerous. 


Forest  Land  Policy  Statement 
Instruction  Memo  WO-84-93 


Forest  Land  Policy  Statement 
Instruction  Memo  CA-86-22 


Public  Domain  Woodlands  Management 
Policy  Statement,  November  19,  1982, 
10  pp. 


30  U.S.C.  21  (Act  of  July  4,  1866) 


43  CFR  2720 


36  CFR  800 


RELATIONSHIP  TO  OTHER  DOCUMENTS  AND  DECISIONS 

All  existing  activity  and  land  use  plans  were  reviewed.  The  following 
plans  are  still  valid: 

Sierra  Grazing  Environmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS) 
Turpin  Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP) 
Merced  River  Allotment  Management  Plan  (AMP) 

Red  Hills  Management  Plan 

North  Fork/Halls  Gulch  Habitat  Management  Plan 

Merced  River  Fire  Management  Plan 

Central  California  Wilderness  EIS 

Land  use  plans  that  the  Sierra  MFP  Amendment  and  environmental  assessment 
(EA)  supersedes  or  modifies  are: 

Sustained  Yield  Unit  (SYU)  -  15,  Timber  Management  Plan 
Sierra  Management  Framework  Plan  of  1985 

All  future  land  use  and  activity  plans  will  be  consistent  with  the  Sierra 
LUP  amendment.  This  plan  also  serves  as  a  tiered  document  under  the 
Council  of  Environmental  Quality  Regulations  (40  CFR  1502.20  and  1508.28) 
for  the  National  Environmental  Policy  Act.  Environmental  Assessments  for 
other  projects  can  be  tiered  to  the  Sierra  Amendment  and  EA.  The  tiered 
EA  can  then  focus  on  site  specific  issues  related  to  particular  project 
activities. 


ALTERNATIVES  INCLUDING  THE  PROPOSED  ACTION 

The  alternatives  were  developed  for  each  Management  Area  (MA)  by  a  core 
planning  team,  based  on  the  issues  and  goals  listed  in  Chapter  1,  guided 
by  the  alternative  formulation  criteria  and  making  full  use  of  public 
consultation,  coordination  with  other  agencies,  and  evaluation  by  the 
area's  resource  specialists. 

Standard  management  practices  directed  by  regulations  and  policy  are 
applicable  to  all  alternatives.  Protection  of  soils,  watershed,  visual 
resources,  air  quality,  and  other  resources  is  required  by  the  Federal 
Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  of  1976.  Specific  guidance  for  those 
measures  are  embodied  in  policy  statements  and  regulations.  In  addition, 
compliance  with  specific  legislation,  such  as  the  Endangered  Species  Act 
and  the  Antiquities  Act,  is  required. 


GENERAL  POLICY 

The  following  general  policy  statements  and  standard  operating  procedures 
apply  to  all  alternatives  unless  otherwise  noted: 


1.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  BLM  to  cooperate  with  local  governments  to 
provide  land  for  community  expansion  and  to  improve  the  manageability 
of  public  land  through  application  of  the  good  neighbor  policy. 

Public  lands  identified  by  the  county  for  future  use  will  be  retained 
until  either  the  county  develops  a  plan  for  the  parcel,  or  it  is 
identified  for  public  sale.  The  county  will  be  given  the  first  option 
to  purchase  or  develop  all  county-identified  parcels. 

2.  Lands  will  be  acquired  or  exchanged  in  accordance  with  the  Federal  Land 
Policy  and  Management  Act  (FLPMA)  and  other  applicable  Federal  laws  and 
regulations  to  assure  more  efficient  management  of  the  public  lands, 
to  reduce  conflicts  with  other  public  and  private  landowners,  and  to 
provide  more  consistency  and  logic  in  land  use  patterns  within  the 
Sierra  Planning  Area.  Public  lands  identified  in  the  future  for 
possible  sale  or  exchange  will  be  evaluated  on  a  case-by-case  basis. 
If  they  meet  specific  sale  or  exchange  regulation  requirements,  they 
may  be  determined  suitable  for  sale  or  exchange. 

3.  The  public  lands  identified  for  potential  disposal  are  those  that  have 
been  screened  and  considered  for  disposal  to  promote  management 
efficiency.  All  public  lands  within  the  Planning  Area  can  be  disposed 
of  if  they  meet  the  disposal  criteria  of  FLPMA,  and  other  Federal  laws 
and  regulations,  and  would  not  jeopardize  management  objectives. 

4.  Public  lands  will  be  managed  for  the  protection  and  enhancement  of 
sensitive,  rare,  threatened,  or  endangered  species.  All  known  or 
potential  habitats  will  be  evaluated  prior  to  implementing  actions 
which  may  affect  them.  Consultations  in  accordance  with  Section  7  of 
the  Endangered  Species  Act  will  be  conducted  if  appropriate. 

5.  To  ensure  that  highly  significant  cultural  resources  are  not  trans- 
ferred, all  public  lands  proposed  for  disposal  will  be  intensively 
inventoried  for  cultural  resources.  Resources  present  will  be  evalu- 
ated for  National  Register  eligibility,  and  properties  eligible  for 
the  Register  will  not  be  transferred  without  adverse  effects  having 
been  satisfactorily  mitigated.  This  process  will  involve  the  partici- 
pation of  the  State  Historic  Preservation  Officer  and  the  Advisory 
Council  on  Historic  Preservation  and  it  is  in  compliance  with  36  CFR 
800  and  BLM  cultural  resources  policy. 

6.  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs)  will  be  managed  under  the  Interim 
Management  Policy  (IMP)  until  Congress  designates  wilderness  areas  or 
until  nonsuitable  WSAs  are  released. 

7.  Consistency  with  County  General  Plans  and  zoning  will  be  maintained 
within  Department  regulations  and  Bureau  policy. 

8.  The  BLM  recognizes  that  public  lands  are  an  important  source  of  the 
Nation's  mineral  and  energy  resources,  some  of  which  are  critical  and 
strategic.  Public  lands  will  be  made  available  for  orderly  and  effi- 
cient development  of  these  resources  under  principles  of  balanced 
multiple  use  management. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  ALTERNATIVES 

ALTERNATIVE  1  -  PROPOSED  ACTION 

The  Proposed  Action  will  provide  for  land  tenure  or  use  actions  which 
allow  for  improved  Federal  land  management  and  meet  national,  state,  and 
local  needs.  Under  this  action  the  Bureau  would:  (1)  intensively  manage 
those  public  lands  which  have  high  recreational,  valuable  timber  and/or 
unique  resources  (such  as  cultural,  threatened,  and  endangered  species); 
(2)  consider  all  parcels  that  do  not  contain  these  resources  for  potential 
disposal;  (3)  provide  low  intensity  management  for  these  parcels  until 
they  are  transferred  out  of  BLM  ownership. 

The  resultant  land  ownership  pattern  would  provide  the  following 
management  opportunities: 

U.S.  Forest  Service 

Transfer  of  6,400  acres  to  the  Forest  Service  would  eliminate  the 
interspersion  of  BLM  land  within  the  Forest  Service  boundaries.  Forest 
Service  management  of  these  parcels  will  improve  management  efficiency  and 
reduce  administrative  and  travel  costs  in  the  management  of  these  lands. 

California  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation 

The  transfer  of  6,000  acres  of  public  lands  to  the  State  Parks  would 
provide  the  opportunity  for  a  linear  park  system  along  the  South  Yuba 
River.  These  lands  would  link  Malakoff  Diggins  State  Park,  the  South  Yuba 
National  Recreation  Trail,  the  South  Yuba  Handicapped  Trail  and  Bridgeport 
State  Park.  This  area  would  provide  the  public  with  a  park  which  protects 
and  makes  available  for  recreational  purposes  approximately  10  miles  of  a 
major  river  area  with  outstanding  scenic,  historical  and  recreational 
values.  See  page  10,  Table  1. 

County  Governments 

Parks,  firehouses,  shooting  ranges,  equipment  yards,  and  other  county 
facilities  would  be  sited  on  lands  acquired  from  the  Bureau.  The  various 
counties  have  identified  some  11,000  acres  for  these  purposes.  This 
allows  community  expansion  and  development  of  public  facilities  on  land 
strategically  located  for  these  purposes  but  at  significantly  reduced 
costs  to  local  government. 

Private  Citizens 

A  total  of  20,320  acres  would  be  identified  for  disposal  to  private 
parties  or  organizations.  These  are  isolated,  scattered  parcels  void  of 
significant  resource  values  that  would  be  available  for  sale,  exchange  or 
other  forms  of  disposal.  Most  parcels  lack  access,  are  surrounded  by 
private  property,  are  small,  irregular  parcels  or  are  difficult  to  manage 
given  their  proximity  to  residential  or  commercial  property.  Transfer  to 
private  ownership  increases  county  tax  rolls,  conforms  to  county  land  use 
concerns  and  reduces  federal  management  costs. 


Future  BLM  Ownership  Pattern 

A  total  of  some  43,000  acres  would  be  transferred  to  private,  state, 
county,  or  Forest  Service  ownership.  Public  ownership  would  eventually  be 
concentrated  on  river  corridors  with  Federal,  State,  and  local  government 
administration  applied  to  various  rivers.  BLM  management  focuses  on  the 
North,  Middle,  and  South  Forks  of  the  American  River,  the  Mokelumne  River, 
the  Cosumnes  River,  and  the  Merced  River.  Lands  which  have  value  as 
commercial  forest  land  and  lands  with  previous  significant  investment  in 
timber  management  such  as  plantations,  plantation  maintenance,  and 
thinnings,  etc.,  remain  in  federal  ownership  except  where  disposal  meets  a 
higher  public  interest. 

The  modified  BLM  ownership  pattern  provides  a  more  manageable  public  land 
base,  supports  State  and  local  government  needs  for  parks  and  community 
expansion  and  protects  key  resource  values  on  public  lands.  Local  tax 
base  increases  occur  with  no  significant  loss  of  public  use 
opportunities.  The  United  States  Government  would  receive  an  estimated 
$20  million  in  sales  income.  A  reduction  of  $265,980  would  accrue 
annually  from  the  loss  of  timber  receipts.  An  increase  of  $15,000  for 
increased  fuelwood  sales  would  occur  and  a  decrease  of  $25,000  would 
result  from  reduced  administrative  costs  each  year.  Management  funds  will 
be  focused  on  the  remaining  areas  of  higher  public  value. 

Land  tenure  adjustments  would  occur  over  a  period  of  years.  Transition  to 
the  proposed  ownership  pattern  may  require  20  years  to  achieve.  During 
this  transition  management  of  public  lands  will  generally  continue  in 
their  present  form  and  intensity. 

Lands  retained  under  BLM  jurisdiction  would  include  177,800  acres  which 
encompasses  18,000  acres  of  timber;  40,000  acres  of  woodland;  97,000  acres 
of  rangeland,  6,400  acres  of  Areas  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern 
(ACEC);  13,000  acres  of  wilderness  study  area  (WSA);  100  miles  of  river- 
front; 11  historical  sites  and  18,500  acres  of  critical  deer  range. 

Land  acquisition  recommendations  include  acquiring  1,500  acres  on  the 
North  Fork  of  the  American  River  to  support  Wild  and  Scenic  River  manage- 
ment and  860  acres  for  management  of  the  Merced  River  and  Limestone 
Salamander  ACEC.  Total  land  acquired  would  be  2,360  acres. 

ALTERNATIVE  2  -  CONTINUE  PRESENT  MANAGEMENT  -  NO  ACTION 

This  alternative  provides  for  the  continuation  of  present  management  in 
conformance  with  the  original  Sierra  MFP  goals,  objectives  and  land  use 
decisions.  The  Bureau  would:  (1)  intensively  manage  forest  lands 
identified  as  part  of  the  timber  base  as  described  for  Sustained  Yield 
Unit  15  which  calls  for  a  balanced  program  for  harvesting  2.5  to  4.0 
million  board  feet  (MMBF)  annually,  (2)  dispose  of  tracts  of  public  land 
identified  in  the  Sierra  LUP  as  unclassified  or  as  suitable  for  disposal 
(approximately  18,000  acres)  under  one  of  BLM's  disposal  authorities, 
including  public  sale.  All  other  land  tenure  adjustments  are  considered 
on  a  case-by-case  basis. 


ALTERNATIVE  3  -  RETAIN  ALL  PUBLIC  LANDS 

This  alternative  provides  for  the  retention  of  public  land.  The  Bureau 
would  intensively  manage  those  public  lands  which  have  recreational, 
timber  and/or  unique  values,  and  retain  all  other  parcels  of  public  land 
and  provide  low  intensity  management. 

MANAGEMENT  AREA  DECISIONS 

MANAGEMENT  AREA  1  -  NEVADA  CITY 

Management  Considerations 

Recreational  Areas 

The  designated  South  Yuba  River  Recreation  Area  is  the  key  attribute  for 
this  area.  However,  a  lack  of  BLM  presence,  which  resulted  in  increased 
unauthorized  use  and  criminal  activity,  led  to  a  decrease  in  the  area's 
attractiveness.  Use  by  the  public  declined  as  the  area  became  increasingly 
lawless.  Recent  patrols  of  the  campground  and  river  decreased  the  number 
of  unauthorized  activities  and  improved  recreational  opportunities.  Also, 
the  California  Department  of  Parks  and  Recreation  has  shown  an  interest  in 
acquiring  BLM  parcels  along  the  river  for  possible  consolidation  with 
present  park  property  and  the  South  Yuba  Handicapped  Trail. 

Land  Tenure 

Scattered  lands  are  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  for  land  exchanges 
and  sale  opportunities.  Community  expansion  requests  under  the  Recreation 
and  Public  Purpose  Act  are  numerous.  The  largest  number  of  small,  land- 
locked parcels  of  public  land  are  within  3  miles  of  Nevada  City.  The 
Nevada  County  Planning  Department  has  identified  7,000  acres  requested  by 
the  County  for  their  purposes. 

Tahoe  National  Forest  is  interested  in  incorporating  adjacent  parcels  of 
public  land  with  their  Forest. 

As  lands  are  transferred  to  other  jurisdictions  to  meet  public  needs  and 
to  increase  management  efficiency,  a  substantial  change  in  Bureau  manage- 
ment will  result.  Timber  sales  will  be  reduced,  and  lands  available  for 
mining  will  decline.  Lands  producing  conifers  and  oak  will  become 
increasingly  valuable  as  sources  of  firewood  located  near  the  population 
centers  of  Nevada  City  and  Grass  Valley.  While  commercial  logging  or 
mining  operations  are  considered  inconsistent  with  residential  land  use, 
the  production  and  harvesting  of  firewood  by  the  public  is  acceptable. 
This  could  possibly  be  a  major  attribute  and  highly  desirable  management 
option  either  during  transition  from  Federal  to  either  State,  local 
government,  or  private  ownership,  or  as  a  long-term  management  strategy. 

Management  Goals 

Manage  and  protect  key  wildlife  habitat,  archaeological  sites,  mineral, 
and  recreational  values. 


Improve  the  current  public  land  ownership  pattern,  cooperate 
government  for  community  expansion,  provide  increased 
efficiency  and  reduce  unauthorized  use  on  public  land. 


with  local 
management 


Amended  Decisions 


Table  1— DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  NEVADA  CITY  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

South  Yuba 

Continue  to  consider  and 

Neither  process  will  be 

Recreation  Area 

process  the  transfer  of 

put  at  disadvantage 

approximately  6,000  acres  of 

with  this  decision.  BLM 

BLM-administered  lands  to 

and  the  State  can  con- 

the California  Department  of 

tinue  Their  work  up  to 

Parks  and  Recreation.  Trans- 

the point  of  actual 

fer  none  of  the  affected 

transfer  of  land  and 

land  until  Yuba  County  has 

Yuba  County  will  be  of- 

completed a  feasibility  study 

fered  time  to  study 

of  flood  control  measures  on 

their  flood  control 

the  South  Yuba  River. 

options  which  are  vital 

This  report  must  be  com- 

to the  county. 

pleted  and  available  for 

analyses  by  January  1,  1991 

for  further  consideration 

under  this  plan. 

Land  Tenure 

Dispose  of  700  acres  of  iso- 

Disposal of  these  lands 

lated  parcels  of  public  land 

will  have  no  adverse 

through  sale  or  exchange 

resource  impacts  but 
will  reduce  adminis- 
trative costs  and 
improve  land  ownership 
patterns. 

Retain  those  parcels  identi- 

Retention of  these  prop- 

fied by  Nevada  County  for 

erties  for  possible  use 

future  disposal  to  the 

by  the  county  serves  the 

County  (Approximately  7000 

public  interest.  Land 

acres) . 

with  prior  existing 
rights  will  not  be 
transferred  out  of 
federal  ownership. 

Transfer  875  acres  to  the 

Transfer  of  this  acreage 

Tahoe  National  Forest  for 

improves  manageability 

boundary  and  administration 

of  lands  better  suited 

adjustments. 

to  Forest  Service  admin- 
istration due  to  their 
proximity  to  National 
Forest  Lands. 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  support  of 
the  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazards,  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat. 

c.  Implement  the  following  recommendations  to  protect  wildlife  habitat  in 
timber  sale  areas: 

1)  Maintain  a  100-foot  buffer  strip  on  each  side  of  perennial  streams 
to  protect  riparian  vegetation. 

2)  Leave  five  suitable  snags  per  acre  in  timber  areas  for  nesting 
sites  for  cavity  nesting  birds. 

3)  Maintain  a  minimum  of  5  square  feet  basal  area  per  acre  of  black 
oak  trees  (a  minimum  of  80  year  old)  to  provide  acorn  mast  for 
wildlife. 

d.  Coordinate  with  CDF&G  for  a  Spotted  Owl   inventory  of  nest  sites  on 
public  land. 

e.  Manage  all  grazing  leases  within  this  management  area  with  the  objec- 
tive of  leaving  700  lbs/acre  of  mulch  after  grazing. 

f.  Allow  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible   with   stated 
management  decisions. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  2  -  FORESTHILL  DIVIDE 

Management  Considerations 

Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management 

Due  to  the  steep  rugged  terrain  and  limited  access,  especially  along  the 
North  and  Middle  Fork  of  the  American  River,  recreation  opportunities  were 
believed  limited.  With  the  development  of  new  rafting  equipment  (e.g., 
bail-less  boats)  and  an  increased  demand  for  Whitewater  recreation,  the 
recreational  use  of  this  area  has  increased  from  no  visitor  use  days  in 
1980  to  an  estimated  1,000  visitor  use  days  in  1985.  The  recreational  use 
demand  is  increasing  greatly  in  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  portions  of  the 
North  Fork  above  the  Iowa  Hill  Bridge.  There  is  strong  demand  for 
commercial  rafting  in  this  upper  stretch  of  the  river  from  Eucher  Bar  to 
the  Iowa  Hill  Bridge.  There  is  also  greater  interest  in  private  rafting, 
kayaking,  and  hiking  along  the  river. 

The  Wild  and  Scenic  River  portions  of  the  North  Fork  are  a  high  priority 
for  the  Bureau.  The  Bureau  is  studying  the  feasibility  of  commercial 
rafting  of  the  North  Fork  in  the  Wild  and  Scenic  portions  of  the  river. 

Land  Tenure 

There  is  a  need  to  acquire  land  in  the  Wild  &  Scenic  corridor  for  better 
management.  There  has  been  public  interest  and  requests  for  the  Bureau  to 
consider  acquiring  parcels  of  land  suitable  for  an  overlook,  trail  systems 
for  access,  camping  areas  near  the  river  and  other  parcels  that  would 
facilitate  the  use  of  the  North  Fork. 

Management  Goals 

Develop  a  land  ownership  pattern  that  provides  more  effective  access  and 
utilization  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic  portions  of  the  North  Fork. 

Provide  land  for  community  expansion  programs  near  Foresthill,  Iowa  Hill 
and  other  communities  in  the  management  area. 

Protect  key  resource  values. 

Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  in  the  following  table. 
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Table  2— DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  FORESTHILL  DIVIDE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 


DECISIONS 


RATIONALE 


Land  Tenure 


North  Fork 
American  River 
Wild  and  Scenic 
Management 


Dispose  of  500  acres  of  iso- 
lated parcels  of  public  land 
through  sale  or  exchange  and 
allow  land  tenure  adjustments 
which  are  compatible  with 
management  objectives. 

Retain  those  parcels  identi- 
fied by  Placer  County  for 
future  disposal  to  the 
County  (Approximately  1,750 
acres) . 


Transfer  30  acres  to  the 
Tahoe  National  Forest  for 
boundary  and  administration 
adjustments. 

Acquire  private  lands  needed 
to  support  management  of  the 
North  Fork  American  River 
that  are  within  or  adjacent 
to  the  corridor  that  will 
enhance  management  of  this 
Wild  and  Scenic  River 
(approximately  1,500  acres). 


Disposal  of  these  lands 
will  have  no  adverse 
resource  impact  but  will 
reduce  administrative 
costs  and  improve  land 
ownership  patterns. 

Retention  of  these  prop- 
erties for  possible  use 
by  the  county  serves  the 
public  interest.  Land 
encumbered  by  prior 
existing  rights  will 
not  be  transferred  out 
of  federal  ownership. 

Transfer  of  this  acreage 
will  improve  manage- 
abil ity. 


Aquisition  of  private 
land  improves  management 
and  insures  land  uses 
compatible  with  Wild  and 
Scenic  River  designation 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  the  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  Implement  recommendations  concerning  protection  of  snags,   riparian 
buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife,  on  all  timber  sales. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazard  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat  with  emphasis  on  critical  deer  winter  range. 

d.  Coordinate  with  CDF&G  for  a  Spotted  Owl  inventory  of  nest  sites  on 
public  land. 

e.  Continue  to  manage  the  North  Fork  of  the  American  River  as  a 
designated  Wild  &  Scenic  River. 

f.  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  material  sale 
sites  for  sand  and  gravel. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  3  -  GEORGETOWN 

Management  Considerations 

Land  Tenure 

Scattered  lands  are  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  for  land  exchanges 
and  sale  opportunities.  There  are  several  existing  Recreation  and  Public 
Purpose  (R&PP)  applications  for  community  expansion  in  this  Management 
Area. 

Management  Goals 

Improve  the  public  land  ownership  pattern  by  transferring  scattered, 
isolated  parcels  into  private  or  community  ownership,  thereby  increasing 
management  efficiency  and  reducing  unauthorized  use  on  public  land. 

Amended  Decisions 

Table  3— DECISIONS  FOR  GEORGETOWN  DIVIDE  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 


DECISION 


RATIONALE 


Land  Tenure 


Dispose  of  400  acres  of  iso- 
lated parcels  of  public  land 
through  sale  or  exchange. 


Disposal  of  these  lands 
[will  have  no  adverse 
resource  impacts  and 
will  reduce  adminis- 
trative costs  and 
improve  land  ownership 
patterns. 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  the  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  Implement  recommendations  concerning  protection  of  snags,  riparian 
buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife  habitat,  on  all  timber  sales. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazard  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat. 

d.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  to  inventory 
public  lands  for  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

e.  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  material  sale 
sites  for  sand  and  gravel. 

f.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescriptions. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  4  -  SOUTH  FORK  AMERICAN  RIVER 

Management  Considerations 

River  Management 

Whitewater  rafting  is  a  popular  use  of  the  river.  The  Bureau  has  35  to  40 
annual  permits  for  commercial  rafting.  There  are  about  100,000  visitor 
use  days  per  year  in  the  river  canyon.  The  demand  for  use  is  not  expected 
to  decline.  Coordination  between  El  Dorado  County,  BLM  and  State  Parks  is 
required  to  manage  use  on  the  river.  Due  to  the  scattered  land  pattern, 
trespass  upon  adjacent  private  property  is  a  problem.  Mining  along  the 
river  has  caused  conflicts  between  rafters  and  miners.  Several  claims 
along  the  river  are  subject  to  special  agreements  to  minimize  such 
conflicts. 

There  are  numerous  camping  areas  and  lunch  stops  on  public  land  along  the 
river.  Each  of  these  areas  provides  support  of  private  and  commercial 
rafting  operations  and  is  permitted  to  one  or  more  outfitters  each 
season.  Use  of  these  areas  is  an  integral  part  of  their  river  operation. 
There  are  about  25,000  visitor  use  days  on  the  sites. 

Land  Tenure 

There  is  interest  by  El  Dorado  County  to  obtain  parcels  along  the  river 
for  the  County's  recreation  programs  and  to  meet  other  related  needs. 
Parcels  C,  D,  and  E,  near  Coloma  are  of  prime  interest  (see  Map  6  Proposed 
Action  -  South  Fork  American  River).  The  county  is  interested  in 
acquiring  parcels  C  and  D  to  augment  the  recent  county  acquisition  for 
recreation  management  purposes. 

Any  transfer  of  property  would  be  complicated  by  the  pattern  of  prior 
existing  rights  such  as  leases,  claims  and  permits.  Such  rights  would 
have  to  be  recognized  or  obtained  before  any  property  transfers  could  take 
place. 

The  river  requires  considerable  patrol  effort.  The  El  Dorado  County 
Sheriff's  Department  maintains  a  patrol  and  the  BLM  has  maintained  a  river 
patrol.  A  River  Users  Advisory  Committee  recommended  that  the  current 
multi-agency  program  be  retained.  The  County  Board  of  Supervisors 
concurred. 

Management  Goals 

Provide  improved  management  of  the  river  corridor  through  increased  river 
patrols  and  improved  campsite  administration. 

Provide  the  County  with  lands  necessary  for  the  development  and  expansion 
of  its  recreation  programs;  retain  lands  along  the  South  Fork  American 
River. 

Protect  key  resource  values. 
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Amended  Decisions 

Table  4— DECISIONS  FOR  SOUTH  FORK  AMERICAN  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Dispose  of  220  acres  of  iso- 

Disposal of  these  lands 

lated  parcels  of  public  land 

will  have  no  adverse 

through  sale  or  exchange  and 

resource  impacts  but 

allow  land  tenure  adjustments 

will  reduce  administer- 

which are  compatible  with 

ed  costs  and  improve 

management  objectives. 

land  ownership  patterns. 

Retain  riverfront  parcels 

Retention  of  riverfront 

(not  identified  by  the 

parcels  insures  that 

county)  and  associated  public 

these  key  recreation 

lands  in  public  ownership 

lands  are  available  for 

and  managed  primarily  for 

public  enjoyment  and 

their  recreational  and 

use. 

environmental  values. 

South  Fork 

Consider  transfer,  adminis- 

Some parcels  are  best 

American  River 

tration  and  ownership  of 

administered  by  the 

Management 

public  land  along  the  South 

county  for  development 

Fork  to  El  Dorado  County  on 

as  parks  and  other 

a  case  by  case  basis. 

public  purposes. 

Transfer  of  management 
to  local  government  is 
therefore  consistent 
with  overall  management 
objectives. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  5  -  MOKELUMNE  RIVER 

Management  Considerations 

Land  Tenure 

Scattered  lands  are  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  for  land  exchanges 
and  sale  opportunities.  Amador  County  has  recommended  disposal  of  all  BLM 
lands  within  the  County. 

Management  Goals 

Improve  the  current  public  land  ownership  patterns,  provide  increased 
management  efficiency  and  reduce  unauthorized  use  on  public  land. 

Amended  Decisions 

Table  5— DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  MOKELUMNE  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUES 


DECISIONS 


RATIONALE 


Land  Tenure 


Retain  all  public  lands  along 
the  Mokelumne  River. 


Retention  of  public  lands 
along  the  river  protects 
the  long  term  public 
interest  by  preserving 
riparian  habitat  and  key 
recreational  land. 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  On  all  timber  sale  areas,  implement  recommendations  concerning 
protection  of  snags,  riparian  buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife 
habitat. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazard  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat. 

d.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  to  inventory 
public  lands  for  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

e.  Manage  for  livestock  grazing  to  provide  a  yearly  average  of  484  AUMs 
for  livestock  and  a  residual  mulch  of  700  lbs/acre. 

f.  Encourage  and  promote  water  based  recreation  opportunities  for 
swimming,  fishing,  sunbathing,  picnicking,  kayaking  and  hunting. 

g.  Provide  for  developed  recreation  areas  as  warranted  by  demand  for 
increased  water-based  recreation  opportunities. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  6  -  WEST  POINT 

Management  Consideration 

Land  Tenure 

There  are  scattered,  isolated  parcels  within  the  Management  Area  that 
would  be  suitable  for  sale  or  land  exchange  opportunities. 

Management  Goals 

Improve  the  public  land  ownership  pattern  by  transferring  scattered, 
isolated  parcels  into  private  or  community  ownership,  thereby  increasing 
management  efficiency. 

Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  in  Table  6. 

Table  6  -DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  WEST  POINT  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Dispose  of  400  acres  of 
isolated  parcels  of 
public  land  through  sale 
or  exchange. 

Disposal  of  these  lands  will 
have  no  adverse  resource 
impacts  but  will  reduce 
administrative  costs  and 
improve  land  ownership 
patterns. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full 
support  of  the  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  On  all  timber  sale  areas,  implement  recommendations  concerning 
protection  of  snags,  riparian  buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife 
habitat. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazard  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat  with  emphasis  on  critical  deer  winter  range. 

d.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  an  inventory 
of  public  lands  for  California  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

e.  Protect  the  California  Shield  Fern  at  Gold  King  Mine  in  SE1/4  SET/4 
Section  2G,  T.  6  N..,  R.  14  E.,  M.D.M. 
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f.  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  material  sale 
sites  for  sand  and  gravel. 

g.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescription  with  priority  given  to  those  that  are 
energy  related. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  7  -  TUOLUMNE  RIVER 

Management  Considerations 

Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management 

Public  opinion  was  heavily  in  favor  of  protecting  the  natural  qualities  of 
the  Tuolumne  River  and  Canyon,  hence,  the  Wild  and  Scenic  designation. 
The  public  has  also  expressed  a  need  to  have  one  agency  manage  the  river 
to  more  effectively  manage  the  resource. 

Land  Tenure 

Other  public  land  in  the  management  area  is  in  high  public  demand  due  to 
the  dramatic  increase  in  the  population  of  Tuolumne  County.  This  is 
especially  true  for  public  land  near  the  cities  of  Tuolumne  and  Twain 
Harte. 

Management  Goals 

Improve  management  of  the  river  corridor  by  eliminating  the  existing  dual 
jurisdictions. 

Improve  the  current  public  land  ownership  pattern,  provide  increased 
management  efficiency,  and  reduce  unauthorized  use  on  public  lands. 

Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  on  Table  7. 
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Table  7--DECISI0NS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  TUOLUMNE  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUES 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Land  tenure  adjustment  will 

Sales  exchanges  or  other 

be  made  on  a  case  by  case 

lands  actions  would 

basis. 

allow  changes  in  land 
patterns  to  facilitate 
achievement  of  manage- 

ment goals  based  on 
planning  criteria. 

Retain  those  parcels  iden- 

Retention of  those  prop- 

tified by  Tuolumne  County 

erties  for  possible  use 

for  future  disposal  to 

by  the  county  serves  the 

the  County  (Approxi- 

public interest.  Land 

mately  10  acres). 

with  proir  existing 
rights  will  not  be 
transferred  out  of 
federal  ownership. 

Transfer  2,000  acres  to  the 

Transfer  of  this  acreage 

Stanislaus  National  Forest 

improves  manageability  of 

for  boundary  and  adminis- 

lands better  suited  to 

tration  adjustments. 

Forest  Service  adminis- 
tration due  to  their 
proximity  to  National 
Forest  lands. 

Tuolumne 

Transfer  administration  of 

Transfer  of  these  lands 

River  Wild 

approximately  400  acres  of 

will  put  the  Wild  and 

and  Scenic 

public  land  within  the  Wild 

Scenic  river  corridor 

Management 

and  Scenic  corridor  to 

under  the  management  of  a 

Stanislaus  National  Forest. 

single  agency. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  Manage  livestock  grazing  to  provide  a  yearly  average  of  587  AUMs  for 
livestock  and  a  residual  mulch  of  700  lbs/acre. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  8  -  RED  HILLS 

This  Management  Area  is  not  being  amended.  The  management  decisions  for 
this  Management  Area  are  still  valid  and  are  being  brought  forward 
unchanged  in  this  plan  amendment. 

Management  Considerations 

Conflict  of  ORV  use  and  other  recreation  activities  with  sensitive  plant 
species. 

Conflict  of  lands  actions,  particularly  R&PPs,  with  sensitive  plant 
species. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Coordinate  all  activities  that  could  significantly  impact  sensitive 
plants  with  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  to  assure  adequate  protection  of 
the  species. 

b.  Provide  "limited"  ORV  opportunities  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
management  area.  Develop  staging  areas  and  mark  public  land 
boundaries. 

c.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  (R&PP  cases  and  rights-of-way) 
where  the  actions  are  compatible  with  the  stated  management 
prescriptions. 

d.  Designate  the  Red  Hills  as  an  ACEC  to  protect  sensitive  plants. 

e.  Close  southern  half  of  the  management  area  to  ORVs. 

f.  Develop  HMP  to  identify  sensitive  plant  communities  requiring 
protection  in  order  to  assure  the  plants'  continued  existence. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  9  -  COULTERVILLE 

This  Management  Area  is  not  being  amended.  The  management  decisions  for 
this  Management  Area  are  still  valid  and  are  being  brought  forward 
unchanged  in  this  plan  amendment. 

Management  Considerations 

Demand  for  increased  forage  yields. 

Allocation  of  forage  between  livestock  and  wildlife. 

Concern  for  the  accumulation  of  hazardous  fuels. 

Declining  wildlife  habitat. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  to  increase  forage  production  for  livestock. 

b.  Begin  a  prescribed  burning  program  to  improve  wildlife  habitat  and 
reduce  present  heavy  fuel  loads. 

c.  Manage  for  livestock  grazing  to  provide  a  yearly  average  of  3,108  AUMs 
for  livestock  and  a  residual  mulch  of  700  lbs/acre. 

d.  Fence  springs  when  necessary  to  prevent  livestock  damage  and  insure 
that  adequate  water  is  left  on  site  to  maintain  riparian  habitat. 

e.  Preserve  known  and  potential  roosting  sites  for  bald  eagles  along  the 
shores  of  Don  Pedro  Reservoir  and  Lake  McClure. 

f.  There  are  approximately  505  acres  of  land  in  13  parcels  that  have  been 
classified  for  retention  but  are  suitable  for  disposal. 

g.  There  are  approximately  465  acres  of  land  in  7  parcels  that  are 
classified  for  disposal. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  10  -  GROVELAND 

Management  Considerations 

Land  Tenure 

Public  land  in  this  Management  Area  is  mostly  large  contiguous  blocks. 
However,  there  exist  opportunities  to  dispose  of  a  few  isolated  parcels  in 
the  area. 

Management  Goals 

Improve  the  public  land  ownership  pattern  through  the  transfer  of 
scattered,  isolated  parcels  into  private  or  local  government  ownership. 

Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  in  Table  8. 


27 


Table  8— DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  GROVELAND  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUES 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Dispose  of  300  acres  of 

Disposal  of  these  lands 

isolated  parcels  of 

will  have  no  adverse  re 

public  land  through  sale 

source  impact  but  will 

or  exchange. 

reduce  administrative  costs 
and  improve  land  ownership 
patterns. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  the  SYU-15  allowable  cut. 

b.  On  all  timber  sale  areas,  implement  recommendations  concerning 
protection  of  snags,  riparian  buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife 
habitat. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production  and  reduce  fuel  hazard. 

d.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  in  inventory  of 
BLM  lands  for  California  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

e.  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  material  sale 
sites  for  sand  and  gravel. 

f.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescription  with  priority  given  to  those  that  are 
energy  related. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  11  -  HUNTER  VALLEY 

This  Management  Area  is  not  being  amended.  The  management  decisions  for 
this  Management  Area  are  still  valid  and  are  being  brought  forward 
unchanged  in  this  plan  amendment. 

Management  Considerations 

Demand  for  increased  forage  yields. 

Allocation  of  forage  between  livestock  and  wildlife. 

Concern  for  the  accumulation  of  hazardous  fuels. 

Livestock  trespass  from  public  to  private  lands. 

Declining  wildlife  habitat. 

Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  area  to  increase  forage  production  for  livestock. 

b.  Begin  a  prescribed  burning  program  to  improve  wildlife  habitat  and  to 
reduce  the  present  heavy  fuel  loads. 

c.  Manage  for  livestock  grazing  to  provide  a  yearly  average  of  2,476 
AUM's  for  livestock  and  a  residual  mulch  of  700  lbs/acre. 

d.  Develop  an  AMP  for  the  Hunter  Valley  grazing  lease. 

e.  Fence  springs  when  necessary  to  prevent  livestock  damage  and  insure 
that  adequate  water  is  left  on  site  to  maintain  riparian  habitat. 

f.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production  and  reduce  fuel  hazard. 

g.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  in  inventory  of 
BLM  lands  for  California  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

h.  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  material  sale 
sites  for  sand  and  gravel. 

i.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescription  with  priority  given  to  those  that  are 
energy  related. 
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MANAGEMENT  AREA  12  -  MERCED  RIVER 

Management  Considerations 

Wild  and  Scenic  River  Management 

On  November  2,  1987,  President  Reagan  signed  HR  317  designating  the  South 
Fork  of  the  Merced  River  and  the  upper  Merced  River  as  components  of  the 
National  Wild  and  Scenic  River  System.  The  eight  miles  of  the  Merced 
River  between  Briceburg  and  Lake  McClure  Reservoir  has  been  offically 
designated  as  a  study  section.  The  Bureau  is  responsible  for  managing 
lands  along  this  section  of  the  river  and  will  have  up  to  three  years  to 
develop  a  report  on  whether  the  lower  Merced  should  be  recommended  for 
inclusion  into  the  Wild  and  Scenic  River  System.  The  Bureau  will  develop 
a  classification  document  for  the  section  of  the  river  that  has  already 
been  designated  from  Briceburg  up  stream  to  the  Forest  Service  Boundary. 
In  addition,  the  Bureau  will  develop  a  Merced  River  Management  Plan. 

Scattered  lands  are  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  for  land  exchange 
and  sale  opportunities.  Mariposa  County  has  identified  several  parcels 
for  community  expansion  under  the  Recreation  and  Public  Purposes  Act. 

Management  Goals 

Manage  for  increased  quality  of  recreational  opportunities  and  experiences 
protecting  key  resource  values  and  providing  for  greater  on-the-ground 
presence. 

Conduct  a  river  classification  study  of  the  Merced  River  from  Briceburg  to 
Forest  Service  boundary. 

Conduct  a  study  report  prepared  for  the  5(a)  study  portion  of  the  Merced 
(Lake  McClure  to  Briceburg). 

Develop  a  Merced  River  Management  Plan. 

Provide  land  for  community  expansion  programs  in  the  Management  Area. 

Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  in  the  following  table. 
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Table  9— DECISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  MERCED  RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Dispose  of  450  acres  of 

Disposal  of  these  lands 

isolated  parcels  of  public 

will  have  no  adverse 

land  through  sale  or 

resource  impact  but  will 

exchange. 

reduce  administrative 
costs  and  improve  land 
ownership  patterns. 

Retain  those  parcels 

Retention  of  these  proper- 

identified by  Mariposa 

ties  for  possible  use  by 

County  for  future  dis- 

the county  serves  the 

posal  to  the  County 

public  interest.  Land  with 

(approximately  300  acres). 

prior  existing  rights  will 
not  be  transferred  out  of 
federal  ownership. 

Merced  River 

Conduct  a  River  classifi- 

Required by  Legislation. 

Wild  and  Scenic 

cation  study. 

Study  &  Manage- 

ment 

Develop  a  suitability 
report  for  portions  of 
the  river  from  Briceburg 
to  Lake  McClure. 

Continue  management  of 

M.O.U.  provides  effective 

the  Merced  River  as  per 

management  for  the  Merced 

Memorandum  of  Under- 

River. 

standing  (M.O.U.)  with 

Sierra  National  Forest 

and  interagency  agreement 

with  the  Yosemite  National 

Park. 

Develop  Merced  River 

Management  Plan. 

Acquire  parcels  advanta- 

Acquisition of  selected 

geous  to  management  of  the 

parcels  will  improve 

Merced  River  and  limestone 

management  of  the  river 

salamander  ACEC  (approx- 

and protect  key  wildlife 

imately  860  acres) . 

habitat. 

Designate  the  Merced  Wild 

To  protect  the  wild, 

&  Scenic  River  and  study 

scenic,  and  recreational 

corridor  an  ACEC.  (from 

values. 

the  USFS/BLM  boundary  on 

the  east  to  elevation 

(867' )  on  the  west  to 

include  1/4  mile  on  both 

sides  of  the  river). 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  to  increase  forage  production  for  livestock  and  improve 
wildlife  habitat  through  prescribed  burning. 

d.  Intensively  manage  those  forest  lands  as  identified  in  SYU-15  to 
include  site  preparation,  tree  planting,  thinning,  and  harvesting  on  a 
sustained -yield  basis. 

e.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescription. 

f.  Manage  the  present  communication  site  at  Mt.  Bullion  to  its  full 
potential  prior  to  utilizing  other  areas. 

g.  Manage  ORV  use  in  the  vicinity  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Merced  to 
include  the  use  of  ORVs  on  designated  roads  and  trails  only,  in 
addition  to  allowing  competitive  events  within  this  area. 

h.  Manage  the  Merced  River  for  Whitewater  recreation  opportunities. 

i.  Designate  the  identified  Limestone  Salamander  habitat  as  an  ACEC. 


32 


LEGEND 

Management  Area  Boundary 

I     Public  Lands 

Lands   requested  by 
Mariposa   County 

I     Wilderness   Study   Area 
1    Lands   available  for  disposal 
Timber   base 


Segement  8-recommended 
'Recreational" 


Segement   9-recommended 
'Wild" 


MERCED  RIVER 
MANAGEMENT  AREA 

MAP- 14 


MANAGEMENT  AREA  13  -  CUSTODIAL 

Management  Considerations 

Land  Tenure 

Scattered  lands  are  the  subject  of  increasing  interest  for  land  exchanges 
and  sale  opportunities.  There  are  several  existing  Recreation  and  Public 
Purpose  (R&PP)  applications  for  community  expansion. 


Management  Goals 


Due  to  the  size  of  the  Custodial  Management  Area,  which  covers  eight 
foothill  counties,  no  maps  are  provided.  In  general,  however,  scattered, 
isolated  parcels  (usually  less  than  40  acres)  with  no  significant  resource 
values  would  be  available  for  disposal.  This  would  result  in  increased 
management  efficiency  and  reduce  unauthorized  use  on  public  land. 


Amended  Decisions 

Decisions  for  this  Management  Area  are  described  in  Table  10. 

Table  10--DEC ISIONS  AND  RATIONALE  FOR  CUSTODIAL  MANAGEMENT  AREA 


ISSUE 

DECISIONS 

RATIONALE 

Land  Tenure 

Land  tenure  adjustments 

Sales,  exchanges  or  other 

are  considered  on  a  case- 

lands  actions  would  allow 

by-case  basis  (sale,  ex- 

changes in  land  patterns  to 

change  or  retention). 

facilitate  achievement  of 
management  goals  based  on 
planning  criteria  dis- 
cussed earl ier.  Each 
would  be  analyzed  and  de- 
cided on  a  case-by-case 
basis. 

Retain  those  parcels 

Retention  of  these  proper- 

identified by  various 

ties  for  possible  use  by  the 

counties  for  future  dis- 

the county  serves  the  public 

posal  to  the  counties 

interest.  Land  with  prior 

(approximately  1,700 

existing  rights  will  not  be 

acres) . 

transferred  out  of  federal 
ownership 

Transfer  1,520  acres  to 

Transfer  of  this  acreage 

the  adjoining  National 

improves  manageability  of 

Forests  for  boundary  and 

lands  better  suited  to 

administration  adjust- 

Forest Service  administra- 

ments. 

tion  due  to  their  proximity 
to  National  Forest  lands. 
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Existing  MFP  Decisions  Still  in  Effect 

a.  Manage  the  identified  available  timber  production  base  in  full  support 
of  the  SYU-15  allowable  cut,  including  meeting  forest  development  and 
access  needs. 

b.  On  all  timber  sale  areas,  implement  recommendations  concerning 
protection  of  snags,  riparian  buffer  strips,  and  oaks  for  wildlife 
habitat. 

c.  Prescribe  burn  to  improve  timber  production,  reduce  fuel  hazard,  and 
improve  wildlife  habitat. 

d.  Coordinate  with  California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game  in  inventory  of 
public  lands  for  Spotted  Owl  nest  sites. 

e.  Manage  livestock  grazing  to  provide  for  700  lbs/acre  of  residual  mulch. 

f .  Manage  mineral  exploration  and  development  within  the  constraints  of 
the  surface  protection  regulations.  Allow  for  mineral  sale  sites  for 
sand  and  gravel . 

g.  Allow  those  land  tenure  adjustments  which  are  compatible  with  the 
stated  management  prescription  with  priority  given  to  those  that  are 
energy  related. 

h.  Continue  to  monitor  recreation  opportunities  along  the  Consumnes  River 
and  provide  recreation  development  as  warranted  by  demand. 

i.  Designate  as  an  ACEC  the  area  around  Northeast  Camanche  Reservoir, 
Amador  County  (T.  5  N.,  R.  10  E.,  M.D.M.  -  Section  32,  NEl/4  SE1/4 
and  Section  33  NW1/4  SW1/4  and  SW1/4  NW1/4)  for  the  rare  and 
endangered  lone  Manzanita  (Arctostaphlos  myrifolia). 

j.  Designate  the  tract  of  public  land  southeast  of  Buena  Vista  (Amador 
County)  as  an  ACEC  because  of  the  unique  laterite  soils  (Exhumed 
Tertiary  Oxisols)  that  are  found  on  the  tract  (T.  5  N.,  R.  10  E., 
M.D.M.  -  Section  16  NW1/4  SW1/4  and  Section  17  NEl/4  Nl/2  Wl/4 
SE1/4). 

k.  Designate  as  an  ACEC  an  area  southwest  of  Sonora  (T.  1  N.,  R.  14  E., 
M.D.M  -  Section  2,  Nl/2  NEl/4)  for  the  rare  El  Dorado  Manzanita 
(Arctostaphlos  nissenana) . 
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Distribution  of  the  Plan  Amendment 

FEDERAL  AGENCIES: 

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Forest  Supervisors: 

Plumas  National  Forest 
Tahoe  National  Forest 
Eldorado  National  Forest 
Stanislaus  National  Forest 
Sierra  National  Forest 


CALIFORNIA  STATE  AGENCIES: 
State  Clearing  House 


LOCAL  AGENCIES: 

Amador  County  Planning  Department 
Calaveras  County  Planning  Department 
Eldorado  County  Planning  Department 
Mariposa  County  Planning  Department 
Nevada  County  Tanning  Department 
Placer  County  Planning  Department 
Tuolumne  County  Planning  Department 
Yuba  County  Planning  Department 


ORGANIZATIONS  AND  BUSINESSES: 

Minerals  Exploration  Coalition 
Union  Democrat 
Wilderness  Society 


INDIVIDUALS: 

A 

Art  Aseltine,  Marysville 
Laurel  Anderson,  El  Portal 


B 


Norma  Babcock,  Mariposa 
Gus  Barsanti,  Columbia 
Sue  Beaty,  Yosemite 
Lori  Becerra,  Midpines 
Joe  Bell ,  Grass  Valley 
Robley  Berry,  Ft.  Collins,  CO 
Kent  Boothby,  Grass  Valley 
Ben  Bramer,  Marysville 
James  Brewster,  Jamestown 
Eddie  &  Joan  Brooks,  Sonora 
Olsen  &  Mary  Brown,  Mariposa 
John  Buckley,  MiWuk  Village 
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E 


Don  Callahan,  Mesa,  AZ 

P.  Michael  Carl,  Yosemite 

Scott  Carpenter,  El  Portal 

Carrie  Carter,  Sonora 

Denise  Cerrine,  Mariposa 

John  Clark,  El  Portal 

Grant  Collier,  Mariposa 

Joan  Conlan,  Midpines 

Walter  Cook,  Marysville 

Helen  &  Michael  Czaja,  Mariposa 


G.  Develaux,  Marysville 
Timothy  DeWitt,  Mariposa 
Don  Doehring,  Groveland 
David  L.  Dolenar,  Marysville 
R.  Donaldhowe,  Marysville 
John  Dower,  Marysville 
William  Dunbar,  Mariposa 
Ed  Dunkley,  Orangevale 


Linda  Erhardt,  Maroposa 


Bob  Ferguson,  Sonora 

Brent  &  Tory  Finley,  Yosemite 

Preston  N.  Finney,  Nevada  City 

Susan  Fisk,  Yuba  City 

Brian  Fox,  Linda 

Dan  Fox,  Yosemite 

William  Franklin,  Sloughouse 

Jim  &  Janice  Freeman,  Sonora 

Joe  Frenchy,  Yosemite 


Robert  Gallaghen,  Yuba  City 
Wilrna  G.  Gangleff,  Comptonville 
Lewis  Goldman,  Wawona 
Thomas  Griffin,  El  Portal 
Toni  Grossess,  Yosemite 


Bill  Harper,  Marysville 

Jim  &  Donna  Hawksworth,  Mariposa 

Grace  &  Klaus  Heddergott,  Mariposa 

George  Hein,  Midpines 

David  Heller,  Mariposa 

Karen  Hendy,  Sonora 

Erin  O'Connor-Heney,  Yosemite 

Mary  Beth  Herring,  El  Portal 

J.V.  Henry,  North  Fork 

Stephen  Heuer,  Roseville 

Roger  Hicks,  M.D.,  Nevada  City 

Kevin  Holladay,  El  Portal 
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Marge  Hoi  linger,  Yuba  City 

Shirley  Houster,  Smartville 

R.G.  Howard,  Columbia 

Mike  Hubert,  Mariposa 

Neil  Huddleson,  Grass  Valley 

Lee  Hudson,  Nevada  City 

Bill  &  Marrian  Hunter,  El  Portal 


Bill  Imhoff,  Midpines 
Lloyd  Ingraham,  Woodland 


Dayna  Jackson,  El  Portal 
David  Johnson,  Mariposa 


W.  Doublass  Karl,  San  Francisco 
Dale  &  Grace  Keyser,  Sonora 
Gail  King,  Marysville 
Keith  Koler,  Marysville 
Tyler  Kruegel,  Mariposa 
Harold  Kruger,  Marysville 


Roy  G.  Landerman,  Browns  Valley 
Bill  Lawbence,  Grass  Valley 
Paul  Lockwood,  Midpines 
Tom  Luciato,  Big  Oak  Flat 
Jim  Ludington,  Yosemite 


Chery  Maddox,  Sonora 

Mi mi  Matthews,  Marysville 

Marty  McDonnell ,  Sonora 

Greg  Magruder,  Yosemite 

J.  McGill,  Marysville 

Ann  &  Ralph  Mendershausen,  Mariposa 

Nancy  Mertz,  Yosemite 

Ron  Messick,  Riverside 

Ernie  Milan,  Yosemite 

Jay  Moore,  Merced 

Otis  Morley,  Coulterville 


Gary  Noon,  Yosemite 


Carroll  O'Leary,  Marysville 
Patti  Sue  Ogletree,  Mariposa 
Bill  Ogbsy,  Midpines 
Pierre  Ott,  Midpines 
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Gene  Pharis,  Marysville 
Janet  Phillips,  El  Portal 
Robert  Piestcki,  Sonora 
James  Platto,  Mariposa 
Dorothy  M.  Price,  Marysville 
Betty  Potts,  Coarsegold 
Ed  Pynchor,  Marysville 


Barbara  &  David  Reed,  Nevada  City 

Rich  &  Chris  Reitnauer,  Yosemite 

Lynn  Robertson,  Midpines 

Gregory  Rohrer,  Mariposa 

Dale  Root,  Marysville 

Ellen  E.  Root,  Marysville 

Rick  Rowe,  Mariposa 

Insley  &  Eva  Rude,  Tuolumne 

Rick  Russell,  Salt  Lake  City,  UT 


Joan  Saunder,  Marysville 

Je  f  Schloss,  Yosemite 

Shirley  &  Bob  Schmelger,  Mariposa 

Susan  Shater,  Corte  Madera 

Jim  Sherrard,  Dallas,  TX 

Bernice  Shields,  Mariposa 

M.  Tony  Smeaton,  Nevada  City 

Jim  Smith,  Mariposa 

Mike  Smith,  Marysville 

Thomas  &  Martha  Spiller,  Jamestown 

Rick  Stadler,  Mariposa 

Theresa  Steagall,  Coulterville 

Bill  Steele,  Nevada  City 

R.L.  Stephenson,  North  San  Juan 

Ron  Stork,  Mariposa 

George  Stroud,  Yosemite 

Pat  Stupek,  Grass  Valley 

Mathew  Swanson,  Midpines 

Chausse  Sydoriak,  Yosemite 

Walter  Sydoriak,  Yosemite 


Larry  Taylor,  Marysville 
Lee  Taylor,  El  Portal 
Kim  Tennyson,  El  Portal 
Jeff  Thompson,  Mariposa 
Keith  Thompson,  Nevada  City 
John  Timmer,  Yosemite 
Bar  Turner,  El  Portal 


Jim  Vasko,  Fremont 
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Tommy  Waldrop,  Mariposa 

Jan  Van  Wagtendonk,  El  Portal 

Kathy  &  Robert  Warren,  El  Portal 

Jay  Watson,  San  Francisco 

Jack  Webb,  Midpines 

Wilbur  R.  Welker,  Nevada  City 

Syn  Willard,  Nevada  City 

Sharon  M.  Wiltison,  Marysville 

Larry  Wolfe,  Marysville 

Ruth  Womack,  Mariposa 
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LIST  OF  PREPARERS: 

David  Moore,  Range  Conservationist/Environmental  Coordinator 

Reynaud  Farve,  Wildlife  Biologist 

David  Harris,  Natural  Resources  Supervisor 

Kevin  Clarke,  Outdoor  Recreation  Planner/Reality  Specialist 

David  Raney,  Forester 

Ed  Bollinger,  Forester 

Dean  Decker,  Archaeologist 

Larry  Vredenburgh,  Geologist 
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Glossary 


ACRONYM 

ACEC 

AMP 

AUM 

BLM 

CDF&G 

EA 

EIS 

FLPMA 

FS  or  USFS 

HMP 

IMP 

MFP 

MMBF 

ORV 

R&PP 

RT&E 

SYRA 

SYU-15 

VUD 

WSA 


Area  of  Critical  Environmental  Concern 

Allotment  Management  Plan 

Animal  Unit  Month 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

California  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 

Environmental  Assessment 

Environmental  Impact  Statement 

Federal  Land  Policy  and  Management  Act  (P.L.  94-579, 

90  Stat  2743,  43  USC  1701) 

U.S.  Forest  Service 

Habitat  Management  Plan 

Interim  Management  Policy 

Management  Framework  Plan 

Million  Bo  rd  Feet 

Off -Road  Vehicle 

Recreation  and  Public  Purpose 

Rare,  Threatened  and/or  Endangered 

South  Yuba  Recreation  Area 

Sustained  Yield  Unit-15 

Visitor  Use  Days 

Wilderness  Study  Area 


SPO  588-612/99263 
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